
Inferencing -
 Part 1 

Using Pictures and Texts



When authors don’t tell everything about 
characters and events, readers have to use 
story clues and background knowledge to make 
an inference. 
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When you make an inference, you go beyond the author’s words to understand what is not said in the 
text. 



Inferring Thinking Stems

❏ My guess is…
❏ Maybe…
❏ Perhaps…
❏ It could be that…
❏ This could mean…
❏ I predict….
❏ I can conclude that...

Use all your 5 senses to 
help you make an 
inference as well!

Remember to have support in your answer.  
What makes you think that?



Watch this...

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JdaD2FZQFEY


I think the boy enjoyed his donut because he is smiling. People 
smile when they like things.

We can make 
inferences about 
pictures:



Now you try!















Now we will try it with a text:



Now you try!



Example responses:

➔ She came home at 4:00pm
➔ She could smell the aroma of 

pizza.
➔ The oven was still warm.  
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